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SENATE—Friday, June 16, 2000 
The Senate met at 9:31 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. THURMOND). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Father, the best of all fathers 
and the source of inspiration for what 
it means to be a father, we approach 
Father’s Day on Sunday with a prayer 
that You will not only bless the fathers 
of our land but will call all of us to a 
renewed commitment to the awesome 
responsibilities You have entrusted to 
all fathers. May this be a day for the 
beginning of a great father movement 
in our Nation. More than a day for par-
ties and gifts, we pray for a day when 
fathers accept the calling to become 
the spiritual, moral, and patriotic lead-
ers of their families. Many fathers have 
abdicated this calling and are AWOL 
from the duty of being role models and 
the molders of character. The statistics 
of fatherless families in America are 
staggering. No less alarming are the 
number of families where fathers leave 
to their wives the total responsibility 
for forming strong spiritual develop-
ment and the character traits of faith-
fulness, trustworthiness, caring, integ-
rity, and citizenship. O Heavenly Fa-
ther, draw the fathers of our land to 
Yourself and then inspire us with the 
realization that the destiny of our chil-
dren and our society is dependent on 
God-loving, family-oriented, value-
guided fathers who will teach their 
children about You, exemplify char-
acter strength, and show what it means 
to be morally accountable. In Your 
holy name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable LINCOLN CHAFEE, a 
Senator from the State of Rhode Is-
land, led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. L. 
CHAFEE). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan is recognized. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I will 

begin with a brief statement on behalf 
of the majority leader. Today the Sen-
ate will immediately begin a vote on 
the conference report to accompany 
the digital signatures legislation. Fol-
lowing the vote, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business with Sen-
ator CRAIG in control of the first hour. 

For the information of all Senators, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of the Department of Defense author-
ization bill on Monday at 3 p.m. By 
previous consent, Senators HATCH and 
KENNEDY will be recognized to offer 
their amendments regarding hate 
crimes. Those amendments will be de-
bated simultaneously, with any votes 
ordered to take place on Tuesday at 
3:15 p.m. 

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention. 

f 

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN 
GLOBAL AND NATIONAL COM-
MERCE ACT—CONFERENCE RE-
PORT—Resumed 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will now 
proceed to vote on the conference re-
port accompanying S. 761, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The conference report on S. 761, an act to 

regulate interstate commerce by electronic 
means by permitting and encouraging the 
continued expansion of electronic commerce 
through the operation of free market forces, 
and for other purposes.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I com-
mend Senator ABRAHAM, Senator 
MCCAIN, and Chairman BLILEY for their 
hard work in the conference on the dig-
ital signatures bill, which grants on-
line contracts and other transactions 
the same legal force as those conducted 
with pen-and-ink. I should add that 
Senator LEAHY and Senator WYDEN 
made significant positive contributions 
to the bill. I am an original cosponsor 
of this legislation and I am very 
pleased with the conference report be-
fore the Senate today. 

Yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
the conference report by a vote of 426–
4. I urge my colleagues to support the 
conference report, which is a bipartisan 
product that will allow businesses to 
take advantage of the speed and effi-
ciency of the Internet while also pro-
tecting consumers. I have no doubt 
that the passage of this legislation will 
help to make sure that electronic com-
merce can meet its full potential. 

The issue of online authentication is 
one of the most important issues to the 

development of electronic commerce. 
Electronic commerce holds great prom-
ise, in particular, for states like my 
home state of Montana, where busi-
nesses and consumers have to deal with 
vast distances. E-commerce is expected 
to continue its upward surge to about 
$1.6 trillion by 2003, up from $500 billion 
last year. The explosion of information 
technology has created opportunities 
undreamed of by previous generations. 
In Montana, companies such as 
Healthdirectory.com and Vanns.com 
are taking advantage of the global 
markets made possible by the stunning 
reach of the Internet. 

This bill allows for consumers to 
enter into binding contracts over the 
Internet and eliminates the need to en-
gage in needless, burdensome ex-
changes of paper documents. This bill 
will create a uniform system where 
contracts have the same validity 
across all 50 states. 

The bill is also technology-neutral 
and does not impose government man-
dates on what formats or software 
businesses or consumers choose to use 
to conduct online commerce. 

Numerous consumer safeguards are 
included in the conference report, in-
cluding the requirement that con-
sumers confirm that they are able to 
read the format that companies use for 
online contracts. Also, safeguards are 
contained in the bill that will still re-
quire that critical notices such as in-
surance cancellation and mortgage 
foreclosure notices be sent on paper. 
Furthermore, consumers still have the 
right to receive any documents on 
paper if they so choose. 

The passage of the digital signatures 
bill is a critical step in ensuring the 
continued growth of the Internet-driv-
en economy. This legislation grants ad-
ditional choice and convenience to con-
sumers and will also translate into 
more efficient products and services. 

Mr. President, I remind my col-
leagues of the work of Senator ABRA-
HAM and Senator MCCAIN, Chairman 
BLILEY in the other body, Senator 
LEAHY, and Senator WYDEN who had 
quite a lot to do with this. Of course, it 
came out of the Subcommittee on 
Communications. This is just one more 
of the digital dozen we set our goals to 
pass during this Congress. 

So far, we are up around the eighth 
or ninth bill out of that digital dozen 
that will probably lend greater cre-
dence to the Internet and the way we 
use it as a tool in business and in our 
personal lives. I thank those Senators 
who were instrumental in passing this 
legislation. I congratulate them and I 
yield the floor.
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